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Dothan, Alabama 

September 10, 11 & 12, 2009 

We’re going back to L.A. 
(Lower Alabama, that is ) 

for a 

Region “A” Hoedown 

“ We’re a thinkin y’all 

should pull out those old overalls 
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	Hi Gang, 

 As always we want to remind everyone to 
keep hydrated when you are riding or doing any-
thing out in our Florida heat. Dehydration can oc-
cur quickly. Now that that public service an-
nouncement is out of the way lets get down to 
business. 

 We have don’t have very� many rides 
planned because, lets face it, it’s too darn hot.  We 
do have some fun events on the schedule. July 4th 
we plan to pack as many people as we safely can 
into a few vans and go see fireworks. Lets do this 
in typical chapter M style and bust out the loud 
red white and blue outfits, light up hats, glasses, 
whatever you have. We’ll really let people know 
how much fun GWRRA members have together. 
Keeping with the patriotic theme we have day 
planned at the Armed Forces Military Museum. 
Admittance is $6.50 if we have a group of at least 
15. Anyone that has a card that states they are re-
tired military will get in free. We also have mini 
golf planned for one evening. 

 Check you calendars for dates and times. 
Watch your emails for changes. Mother Nature 
makes us change plans more than we like to this 
time of year. 
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Please phone any changes in your ad-
dress, telephone home/cell phone 

numbers or e-mail address to 

dunbo@tampabay.rr.com 
We would like to keep our records up 

to date.�

#�

Ride to Traxxion Dynamics,  

Woodstock Georgia 
By Earl Rummel 

 

I left Palm Harbor about 8:30 am Monday Memo-
rial Day on U.S. 19 planning to us the old U.S. 
highways. Traffic was light through Spring Hill and 
became almost non-existent after I got north of 
U.S. 50. Weather was warm, humidity moderate 
with white puffy Q’s in an otherwise relatively 
clear sky. 

I passed through Perry about Noon and stopped at 
what turned out to be the only family owned restau-
rant that was open on Memorial Day according to 
the local residents. The restaurant is located just 
about the center is town right on U.S. 19. I decided 
to make this my dinner for the day so I ordered the 
Grouper Dinner which, was excellent and more 
then I could eat on the best of days. 

I continued north on U.S. 19. Passing through the 
town on Monticello I noticed the soil was starting 
to look like Georgia red and getting hilly. Continu-
ing on to Albany Georgia where I picked up U.S. 
82 to Dawson where I turned onto U.S. 280/GA 
520. 

Traveling through Georgia one think I noticed was 
that even in the small Peanut growing towns on 
Southern Georgia the school building I saw along 
the highways were all well built, well maintained 
mostly brick and mortar. Sorry to say I was sur-
prised and saddened thinking about our schools in 
Florida. 

U.S. 280 took me to my planned over night stop in 
Columbus Georgia. Arriving about 4:30 pm I 
checked into the room, unloaded the bike, went 
back out and put the half cover. I not much more 
then got back into the room when the heavy rains 
started and lasted for a little more then an hour. 
That was close timing, but not the closest. 

Tuesday morning I picked U.S. 27 until I hit I-85 
then jumped over to Alt U.S. 27 continuing until I 
hit I-85 again. As I goofed and didn’t have the rest 
of my intended route in my GPS from there I just 
continued to Woodstock via I-85, I-285 and I-75. 
Pulling in to the motel about 1:30 pm I unloaded 



��

�

the bike, went down to put the half cover on and as I grabbed the cover the rain started. Got the cover on, but 
after two hours of heavy rain I went and wipe the bike down to dry it off. Didn’t beat the rain this time. 

 

Wednesday 27 May, Traxxion Day 

 
I took the bike over to Traxxion Wednesday morning to have the suspension upgrades installed. Takes about a 
half day for them to change the front and rear shock components, steering head bearing for tapered roller and a 
fork brace. My bike was done about 1:00 pm when I got back from lunch. Paid the bill then decided that rather 
then stay in Woodstock another night I’d head home. 

I left Woodstock heading due east via Arnold Mill road to Rucker Road then Old Milton Road to Abbotts 
Bridge Road to Sugarloaf Road to Hwy 316E/U.S. 29 until I hit GA 81. Ga-81 goes around Atlanta on the east 
side. I followed GA-81 until I hit U.S. 41 south of Atlanta and stayed on 41 all the way to Lake City Florida. I 
stopped in Lake City about 1:00pm after 12 great hours of riding on one really great riding motorcycle, but, 
more on that in a minute. 

I left Lake City and decided I’d continue home via I-75 to SR-56/SR-54. About one hour into the ride I de-
cided the better part of velour was to stop at the rest stop as the clouds south of me were growing dark. Good 
thing, five minutes later all heck breaks loose. About an hour it finally lets up and by noon I’m home. 

Round trip 1122 miles. Ride on factory suspension 531 miles. Ride on upgraded suspension 591 miles. 

Traxxion Upgrade ride: 

 
What do I think about the Traxxion suspension upgrade. Yes I my opinion the upgrades improve the ride and 
is worth the cost. I know many won’t agree with me though. Before I did the upgrade when I’d hit what I’d 
consider small road bumps my old drink cup would always splash water. After the upgrade the amount of 
splash is down by what I would consider at least 60% on these same bumps. Yes I know it’s only my opinion, 
but it is much smoother in all riding conditions. 

The biggest complaint I had with the stock Honda GW suspension was when you have the front brake applied 
coming to a stop on a wash board intersection. The old suspension locks the front suspension with the anti dive 
system. This causes the front wheel to literally skip from bump to bump with on suspension action as the right 
fork is locked solid. The Traxxion suspension removes the anti-dive system and replaces it with a full suspen-
sion shock in both the right and left struts. The units have a different and (in my opinion) better dampening 
rate. The ride when I left Traxxion in Woodstock was apparent to me as soon as I left the shop. The road 
bumps both large and small (especially the small rattling kind) are much less perceptible and the large seem to 
jolt you less. 

This of course is only my opinion. I know of at least one member of the chapter that (in his opinion) the Gold-
wing is perfect as it sets. Would I recommend the upgrade? You bet! Do I think it’s wroth the cost? A resound-
ing, YES. Just for the secure feeling of stopping at wash board intersections. Do other parts of the ride feel 
more secure? Yes, in turns (and don’t ask me why) the bike feels more solid. 

These are my opinions. If you want to try the bike out just let me know. But I’ll tell you one thing, I’d never 
put the stock suspension back on my Wing again, and would only grudgingly ride your bike while you riding 
mine to check out the suspension. 

Happy riding, however your bike is set up. It’s yours and nobody should say it’s not the best motorcycle ever. 
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